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organisms, and certainly a more important one than the respiratory and 
alimentary tracts. Very probably the bacteria do not pass the tonsils with¬ 
out causing slight trouble, which in the majority of cases is unnoticed. The 
care of the mouth and throat is not only of local bygenic importance, but is 
also of value for the prevention of general disease. 
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Scopolamine: A New Mydriatic. 

Raehlmann [Klinische Monatsblatter fur Aut/enkeilkunde, xxxi., No. 2) 
called the attention of the profession to the alkaloid scopolamine, obtained 
from the roots of the Scopolia Atropoides and isomeric with atropine, hyoscine, 
duboisine, and daturine. He claimed that it excelled any of these as a 
mydriatic and antiphlogistic; and that, while bo strong in its mydriatic 
action, it had no untoward effects, causing no constitutional symptoms. He 
employed it as a mydriatic in a solution of one-fifth to one-tenth per cent., 
one grain or one-half grain to the fluidounce. 

Since his publication it has been tested quite extensively by ophthalmic 
surgeons, a number of whom have published reports upon its action. In 
general, these agree that it has such mydriatic power as was originally 
claimed for it; but they fail to sustain the view that it was more free than 
other mydriatics from liability to produce constitutional effects. And while 
Professor Kobert, from some experiments on the lower animals, concluded 
that its general action on the nerve centres was the opposite of that of atro¬ 
pine, the symptoms observed after its use as a mydriatic all seem to indicate 
that its action on the nervous system is closely allied or identical with that 
of the previously known drugs of its class. 

The present literature and experience regarding scopolamine, therefore, 
.indicate that it is very closely allied to these drugs—if, indeed, it be not the 
same drug obtained from a new source. 

Hemorrhagic Iritis. 

Hemorrhage in the course of iritis is not a very rare complication. M. 
Teillais (La Semaine Midicale, Ann6e xiv.. No. 27) reports an experience 
with it including five cases. The first occurred in a patient the subject of 
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chronic alcoholism with vesical disease. In the second the iritis had occured 
in connection with frontal herpes zoster in a patient free from history of 
rheumatism or syphilis. The third was the case of a woman in whom serous 
iritis occurred at the menopause. In the fourth patient, both alcoholic and 
syphilitic, three successive hemorrhages occurred in the course of the iritis; 
and the fifth case occurred in a subject of haemophilia. 

He concludes that hemorrhage into the anterior chamber complicating iritis 
is found at all ages and with the most varied constitutional conditions; and 
that it neither changes the character of the attack nor seriously retards the 
cure of inflammation. It should be considered as rather a benign complica¬ 
tion, and there i3 no reason to give it an especial individuality to establish a 
separate distinct variety of hemorrhagic iritis. 

Melanotic Sarcoma of the Eyelid. 

Zimmerman ( Ophth . Rev., vol. xiii., No. 152) reports a case and collects five 
others. He finds the diagnosis is not easy, but rapidity of growth and the 
peculiar dark color, with no hemorrhage to account for it, are the main 
points; only microscopic examination will finally decide. The treatment is 
that of sarcoma elsewhere—early and complete excision. Operation in this 
locality presents no peculiar difficulty, and can usually be made thorough. 
The destruction of suspicious tissue by the cautery he believes to be im¬ 
portant. Primary or secondary plastic operations will usually be required, 
either for cosmetic reasons or to preserve the integrity of the cornea. 

Operation to Correct Astigmatism. 

The occurrence of a definite form of regular astigmatism, after operations 
involving an incision of sufficient length in the cornea, has been recognized 
since the time of Donders, and the possibility of utilizing the fact for the 
correction of congenital astigmatism has been considered. 

Recently {Archives of Ophthalmology , xxiii., No. 1) Bates has suggested 
incisions of the cornea perpendicular to the most convex meridian, and 
claims that the amount of correction can be regulated by the number, depth, 
and location of the incisions; that the operation promises a permanent effect, 
and the danger to the eye is not so great as the danger from an iridectomy. 

He reports two cases in which the operation was performed tentatively, 
and in one of which the patient’s vision, without glasses, was improved. 

Insanity following a Mydriatic. 

The acute mental disturbance sometimes seen after the use of mydriatics 
in ordinary refraction work hints the possibility of precipitating serious 
mental disease by the same means. 

Ds. L. H. Taylor {Annals of Ophth. and Otol., vol. iii., No. 3) reports a 
case in which this seems to have occurred. The strength of the solution of 
atropine used was 1:120, a drop of which was instilled in each eye three 
times daily. On the second day the patient became incoherent and excited, 
but subsequently the trouble took the form of melancholia. It is not im- 



